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Anne Leadbeater, OAM – Recovery Specialist

Anne is an independent specialist in disaster recovery and community resilience, with 30 years’ experience in the community sector and across all levels of government. Anne has supported councils and communities recovering from drought, fire, flood, cyclone and earthquake in Australia and New Zealand. With practical, academic and lived experience of disasters, Anne develops policy and designs training for recovery practitioners nationally and co-authored the Community Recovery Handbook and Australian Disaster Recovery Framework. She is a member of DFFH’s Psychosocial Services Panel. Anne lives in Kinglake, Victoria and was awarded a medal of the Order of Australia for her work in the aftermath of the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires.
David Younger – Clinical & Consultant Psychologist

David is a clinical psychologist and national disaster consultant who has supported disaster affected communities and organisations since 2009. He has been a trusted advisor after numerous emergencies and other events. David has a strong interest in positive psychology and strengths-based approaches that assist healing and recovery amidst adversity and an era of cascading disasters. He is an Honorary Fellow (Clinical) at Melbourne University (Children and Disasters Advisory Committee) and is a member of DFFH’s Psychosocial Services Panel. David describes his approach as one of compassion and warmth. David has almost 20 years’ experience as a private practice clinical psychologist where he assists adults experiencing mental wellbeing and general life challenges.
Therese Fitzgerald APM – Deputy Emergency Management Commissioner

Therese is one of Victoria’s Deputy Emergency Management Commissioners. She joined Victoria Police in 1993 and has served in a broad range of operational and leadership roles. Her experience includes international deployments with the Australian Federal Police in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, and a key role in the response to Victoria’s Black Saturday bushfires through establishing the Disaster Victim Identification Reconciliation Centre. She has led major organisational reform across prosecutions, training, safety, diversity and inclusion. During the global pandemic, she was seconded to Emergency Management Victoria as Deputy State Controller for multiagency operations. She was awarded the Australian Police Medal in 2017.
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