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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respects to their Elders past and present. We acknowledge that Aboriginal self-determination is a human right and recognise the hard work of many generations of Aboriginal people.
We are committed to safe and inclusive workplaces, policies, and services for people from LGBTIQA+ communities and their families.
Contact us to receive this document in another format. Please phone 9500 4738 or email the Office for Disability disabilityshg@dffh.vic.gov.au.
If you are d/Deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech/communication difficulty please contact us through your preferred National Relay Service (NRS) call channel[footnoteRef:2]. Then, provide the NRS with our phone number (9500 4738). For more information, visit About the National Relay Service[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs/nrs-call-numbers-and-links]  [3:  https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs] 
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The terms and conditions of this licence, including disclaimer of warranties and limitation of liability are available at Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/] 

You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria, Australia (Department of Families, Fairness and Housing) as the author, indicate if any changes have been made to the work and comply with the other licence terms.
In this document, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.
ISBN 978-1-76130-898-7 (pdf/online/MS word)
Available at DFFH disability self help grants webpage https://providers.dffh.vic.gov.au/disability-self-help-grants-program
(2509440)



Contents
Program overview	5
Key dates	5
Applications open	5
Information session	5
Applications close	5
Why we created this grant program	6
Funding priorities	6
Priority area 1: Empowerment and resilience	6
Priority areas 2: Sustainability and reach	6
Priority 3: Diversity and inclusion	7
Priority 4: Disability pride and recognition	7
Eligibility criteria	7
Eligible groups	7
Groups that are not eligible	8
Auspice arrangements	8
Including auspice fees in a grant application budget	9
Eligible activities	9
Activities that can be funded	9
Activities that will not be funded	10
How to apply	10
Merit assessment criteria	12
Assessment process	13
Eligibility assessment	13
Merit assessment	13
Ministerial approval	13
Application outcome	13
Funding conditions	13
Funding agreements	13
Program requirements	13
Payment of grant funds and reporting requirements	14
Goods and services tax (GST)	14
Insurance requirements	14
Privacy	15
More information and help	15
Contact the Office for Disability	16
Support for groups to complete an online application	16


[bookmark: _Toc95991194][bookmark: _Toc213070480]Program overview
[bookmark: _Toc95991195]This guide provides information about the Disability self help grant program 2026–2028 (the program). Read this guide to find out about:
the program’s goals
eligibility requirements
the types of activities your group can seek funding for
how much your group can apply for
how to apply.
The program provides grants for disability self help groups. Self help groups provide peer support for people with disability and their families and carers.
Grants of up to $7,000 per year for 2 years are available (a total maximum of $14,000 over 2 years). Groups can apply for 1 or 2 years of funding.
The Office for Disability in the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (the department) runs the grants.
The Disability self help grants program webpage[footnoteRef:5] has all the information about this grant round. [5:  https://providers.dffh.vic.gov.au/disability-self-help-grants-program] 

[bookmark: _Toc213070481]Key dates
[bookmark: _Toc213070482]Applications open
Applications through the Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:6] open at 10 am Monday 10 November 2025. [6:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au] 

[bookmark: _Information_session][bookmark: _Toc213070483]Information session
The Office for Disability will hold an online information session on Thursday 27 November 11am to 12.30pm. This session will provide:
an overview of the program
information on how to apply
information on how to apply with an auspice.
To register for the information session, please email the Office for Disability at disabilityshg@dffh.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc213070484]Applications close
Applications close at 4 pm 27 January 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc213070485]Why we created this grant program
We recognise that disability self help and peer support groups have an important role. They boost social connection, mental health and wellbeing.
This grant program supports activities that:
bring people with disability and their families together to share experiences and provide mutual support
foster community connections
promote positive community attitudes and build disability pride.
[bookmark: _Funding_priorities][bookmark: _Toc210043575][bookmark: _Toc213070486]Funding priorities
We have identified 4 priority areas for funding. These areas reflect objectives set out in:
Inclusive Victoria: state disability plan 2022–2026
Victorian autism plan.
Self help and peer support groups can seek funding under one or more of the following priority areas.
[bookmark: _Toc210043576][bookmark: _Toc213070487]Priority area 1: Empowerment and resilience
For example:
sharing information
supporting members to make informed decisions
strengthening the capacity of people with disability to live independently and actively take part in community activities
fostering social connections
providing information and education on lived experiences of people with disability.
[bookmark: _Toc210043577][bookmark: _Toc213070488]Priority areas 2: Sustainability and reach
This includes:
increasing the number of people involved in the group
improving operational effectiveness
improving long term sustainability.
[bookmark: _Toc210043578]

[bookmark: _Toc213070489]Priority 3: Diversity and inclusion
Providing peer support opportunities to one or more of the following groups:
First Nations people
young people (aged 12 to 25)
women and girls
neurodivergent people
people from culturally diverse communities
people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, gender diverse or intersex
people in regional or rural Victoria.
[bookmark: _Toc210043579][bookmark: _Toc213070490]Priority 4: Disability pride and recognition
This could include:
celebrating important days of recognition. For example, Disability Pride Month and International Day of People with Disability.
initiatives that highlight disability history, culture, languages and community.
[bookmark: _Toc210043580][bookmark: _Toc2839914][bookmark: _Toc63407271][bookmark: _Toc69903854][bookmark: _Toc213070491]Eligibility criteria
There are 2 things to think about when deciding whether to apply for a grant:
The first is, is my group eligible?
The second is, is my group seeking funding for eligible activities?
[bookmark: _Toc213070492]Eligible groups
Eligible groups must:
be an incorporated not-for-profit community organisation or have an auspice (see Auspice arrangements)
have a current Australian Business Number (ABN)
have a bank account in the name of the disability self help group or auspice organisation
have met the terms and conditions of any previous grants
not have any overdue final reports from previous state funded grants.
Also, disability self help groups must:
have a focus on disability
be led by members who have lived experience of disability.


How to check your Australian Business Number (ABN)
To check your ABN, go to Australian Business Register (ABR)[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://abr.business.gov.au/] 

How to check your organisation type:
For incorporated associations, co-operatives or organisations incorporated through other means go to Consumer Affairs Victoria[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/] 

For a Company Limited by Guarantee go to ASIC Connect Online[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://connectonline.asic.gov.au/registrysearch/] 

For registered charities go to Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC)[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities] 

For Aboriginal corporations go to Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations (ORIC)[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  https://www.oric.gov.au/] 

[bookmark: _Toc2839915][bookmark: _Toc63407272][bookmark: _Toc69903855][bookmark: _Toc207896079][bookmark: _Toc210043582][bookmark: _Toc213070493]Groups that are not eligible
The following types of groups are not eligible to apply for funding:
groups that are not disability-focused or disability-led
generalist health and wellbeing groups
groups with a closed membership. For example, based on attending a specific school or engaging in a therapy program.
[bookmark: _Auspice_arrangements][bookmark: _Toc210043583][bookmark: _Toc207896080][bookmark: _Toc213070494]Auspice arrangements
If your group is not incorporated or does not have an ABN, you can still apply. You can ask another organisation that meets these eligibility criteria to take legal responsibility for the grant. This is known as an auspice arrangement.
If your application is successful, your group will deliver the activity but the auspice organisation will be responsible for:
signing the grant funding agreement with the department
meeting the legal and financial requirements of the grant and funding agreement
receiving and distributing grant funds under the funding agreement
completing all project activities
submitting reports and financial acquittals on behalf of your organisation.
All applications with auspice arrangements must include:
a letter of support from the auspice organisation, or 
a memorandum of understanding outlining the roles and responsibilities of the 2 organisations.
[bookmark: _Toc210043584][bookmark: _Toc213070495]Including auspice fees in a grant application budget
If an organisation has agreed to auspice your group, you can include auspice fees in the funding request. Included auspice fees must not be more than 10% of the total funding request.
[bookmark: _Toc210043585][bookmark: _Toc213070496]Eligible activities
[bookmark: _Activities_that_can][bookmark: _Toc207896082][bookmark: _Toc210043586][bookmark: _Toc213070497]Activities that can be funded
Eligible activities must deliver one or more of the priority areas for funding and may include:
general expenses and running costs. For example:
electricity charges
phone
internet
support for meetings. For example:
venue hire
online streaming
transport to and from meetings
interpreters
childcare and support worker costs associated with meetings 
equipment, for example: portable ramps
laptops
communications to improve access to information and increase membership. For example:
promotional materials
advertising
increasing online presence
community language translations
stationery
printing
improving the group’s capability. For example,
training and development of group members
participation at events, workshops, conferences
operational improvements
guest speakers. Including:
professional hourly fees
local transport costs
catering. If it:
supports group activities
fosters social connections
celebrates special and cultural events.
From 1 January 2025, organisations that are not registered for GST can use grant funds to cover the cost of GST for goods and services bought with the department’s grant funds. More information, including what this means for your grant application, is available from the DFFH Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au] 

[bookmark: _Toc207896084][bookmark: _Toc210043587][bookmark: _Toc213070498]Activities that will not be funded
The following type of activities will not be funded:
accommodation or travel expenses
staff wages
equipment or aids for personal use
donations or subscriptions to other groups or organisations
treatment fees or travel to treatment centres
buy or lease of vehicles
gifts
alcohol
activities that are the primary focus of other Victorian government programs
costs associated with writing the grant.
[bookmark: _Toc95991198][bookmark: _Toc213070499]How to apply
Complete the application via the DFFH Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au] 

Key information for completing a grant application
	Key dates
	Tasks

	Applications open 10 November 2025
	Make sure your organisation and proposed activity meets the eligibility criteria:
read the program guidelines (this document)
attend the information session (optional but recommended)
Contact the Office for Disability if you have any questions.

	Prepare and submit application
	Register or log in to the DFFH Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:14] [14:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au] 

Complete the online application form:
answer all questions
attach mandatory documents
Draft forms will be saved and you can return to the form during the application period.

	Applications close 27 January 2026
	We will not accept late or incomplete applications.


[bookmark: _Toc210043589][bookmark: _Toc445283][bookmark: _Toc10112177][bookmark: _Toc207896086]


[bookmark: _Toc213070500]Merit assessment criteria
All aspects of your application will inform the assessment. This includes:
project details
responses to the selection criteria
content of relevant attachments.
Eligible applications are assessed against the criteria listed below
	Criteria
	Weighting

	Alignment with Disability self help grants priority areas
Application clearly describes how the project addresses one or more priority areas. This includes:
outlining target locations and cohorts
the key issues responded to, and
identified gaps in services.
	50%

	Budget and project plan
The application provides a clear proposal with reasonable cost estimates that show value for money.
The project plan includes:
realistic goals and measures of success
opportunities to identify lessons and good practice that can be shared with others.
	25%

	Demonstrated experience, capability and readiness
The application relates to:
expanding or continuing an established disability self help group, or
demonstrates relevant experience.
The application demonstrates suitable governance, program management and risk management processes to oversee delivery and respond to challenges.
	25%


[bookmark: _Toc210043590]


[bookmark: _Toc213070501]Assessment process
We assess all applications to the Disability self help grant program 2026–2028 using the following assessment process.
[bookmark: _Toc213070502]Eligibility assessment
We assess all applications against the eligibility criteria listed above. The eligibility assessment tells us whether the application should proceed for merit assessment.
[bookmark: _Toc213070503]Merit assessment
We assess eligible applications against the merit assessment criteria.
[bookmark: _Toc213070504]Ministerial approval
The Minister for Disability makes the final decision. This is based on the recommendations from the assessment panel.
[bookmark: _Toc213070505]Application outcome
We will notify all applicants of the outcome of their application by email.
All decisions made in relation to the assessment and selection of applications are final.
[bookmark: _Toc207896087][bookmark: _Toc210043591][bookmark: _Toc213070506]Funding conditions
[bookmark: _Toc210043592][bookmark: _Toc213070507]Funding agreements
If successful, you must enter into a Victorian Common Funding Agreement (VCFA) with the department within 30 days of notification. If you do not accept the funding offer during this period, the department may withdraw it.
The VCFA outlines:
· the grant’s terms and conditions, including use of funds
· key deliverables and due dates
· reporting requirements.
If your group is funded, you must complete all funded activities within the timeframes set out in the Victorian Common Funding Agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc210043593][bookmark: _Toc213070508]Program requirements
The following requirements apply. Funded groups must:
outline and provide an indicative budget for each of the funded years. 
notify the department of any unspent funds. If requested, these unspent funds must be returned to the department
spend funds on the activities as described in the group’s application and documented in the common funding agreement
discuss any proposed variation to the approved activities or timeframes with Office for Disability before implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc207896089][bookmark: _Toc210043594][bookmark: _Toc213070509]Payment of grant funds and reporting requirements
Funded groups will:
be paid in advance of agreed project milestones and deliverables outlined in the VCFA
confirm with the department that they can:
accept second-year funding (if applied for and awarded)
use the second-year funding for the purposes they described in their application.
Funds must go to the project as described in the VCFA. Any unspent funds must be returned to the department if requested.
[bookmark: _Toc210043595][bookmark: _Toc213070510]Goods and services tax (GST)
GST is paid if the grant is funding a good or service, and if the recipient organisation is registered for GST.
GST is not paid if the recipient organisation is not registered for GST.
GST is not paid if the recipient organisation is a government entity (for example, school or local council). 
GST is not paid if the grant is not funding a good and or service.
[bookmark: _Toc207896090][bookmark: _Toc210043596][bookmark: _Toc213070511]Insurance requirements
You must have:
public liability insurance, and
any other insurance that is relevant to the activities of your project.
We will ask for proof of insurance that covers the project period.
Non-government organisations funded to deliver services for children must also be:
incorporated, and
appropriately insured against child abuse.
For more information, visit the Department of Justice and Community Safety – Organisations providing services to children – new funding requirements[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/safer-communities/protecting-children-and-families/organisations-providing-services-to-children-new.] 

You can use Disability self help grant funding to reimburse relevant insurance costs. This may be relevant for groups who:
do not currently have insurance, and
need it only to deliver activities outlined in their grant application.
If groups enter an auspice arrangement, their auspice organisation’s insurance may cover them. Please discuss this with the auspice organisation and provide evidence of this in your application.
If you have any concerns about insurance, please contact the Office for Disability.
[bookmark: _Toc207896091][bookmark: _Toc210043597][bookmark: _Toc213070512]Privacy
We are committed to protecting your privacy. We collect and handle any personal information about you in your application for:
administering your grant application
informing the public of successful applications.
To administer your grant application effectively and efficiently, we may need to disclose your personal information to others for assessment, consultation, and reporting. This can include:
departmental staff
external experts, such as:
members of assessment panels
other government departments.
If we do not receive all the relevant information, we will not be able to consider your application.
You may access information that you provide to the department.
For more information on our privacy management, please refer to the department’s privacy policy[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  https://www.dffh.vic.gov.au/publications/privacy-policy] 

You can also email the Information Sharing and Privacy team privacy@dffh.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc207896093][bookmark: _Toc210043598][bookmark: _Toc213070513]More information and help
Go to the Disability self help grants program webpage[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  https://providers.dffh.vic.gov.au/disability-self-help-grants-program] 

The Office for Disability will hold an information session after the grant round opens.
Read How to write a grant application[footnoteRef:18] on the Victorian Government website. [18:  https://www.vic.gov.au/how-write-good-grant-application] 

[bookmark: _Toc213070514]Contact the Office for Disability
For any questions, contact the Office for Disability:
email disabilityshg@dffh.vic.gov.au.
call (03) 9500 4738.
[bookmark: _Toc213070515]Support for groups to complete an online application
Groups can get support from the Collective of Self Help Groups (COSHG) if they can’t apply for a grant online. To contact Collective of Self Help Groups:
email info@coshg.org.au
call 0438 567 096. 
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