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OFFICIAL
1. Service objective
The assessment function delivers standardised, good practice comprehensive assessment and treatment planning to identify and prioritise a person’s treatment and referral needs. This activity includes brief interventions and bridging support, where appropriate.
2. Description of the service
Assessment is used to determine the level and type of treatment and support required by presenting clients. It supports client pathways to all Victorian services, inclusive of youth, adult, residential and non-residential, Aboriginal, state and commonwealth-funded AOD services. Person-centred treatment is a governing principle in the delivery of assessment services and ensures that a client’s comprehensive treatment needs are adequately understood so that they can access the services most suitable to their needs. 
Assessment is conducted by treatment providers to enable therapeutic treatment relationships to begin at the point of assessment. Where possible, the assessment should be conducted by a clinician who is appropriate for the client’s ongoing treatment to reduce ‘extra steps’ in a client’s treatment journey. 
Assessment providers work closely with catchment-based intake services, the statewide screening and referral service, and other treatment providers to facilitate comprehensive assessment and treatment planning. 
Those providing assessment use the department-endorsed comprehensive assessment tool and clinical judgement. Optional assessment modules provide a detailed understanding of particular strengths, issues or experiences that may have been flagged intake or assessment, or that may require further consideration. Practitioners providing assessment develop an initial treatment plan for all clients that forms part of a package of referral information provided to services engaged in the client’s treatment pathway.
3. Client group
The target client group for this activity are clients voluntarily seeking treatment and support to address the causes of their AOD-related risk, harm, dependence or related issues. Assessment providers offer services to people aged 16 years and older. Young people aged up to 25 years are offered the choice between attending a youth AOD service or one targeted to adults, if appropriate. There is no upper age limit in place for AOD services.
4. Obligations specific to this activity
In addition to the obligations listed in the Service Agreement, organisations funded to deliver this activity must comply with the following:
4a. Registration and Accreditation
N/A
4b. Program requirements and other policy guidelines
· Alcohol and other drug program guidelines
<https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/alcohol-and-drugs/aod-service-standards-guidelines/aod-program-guidelines>
· Policy and funding guidelines for health services
<https://www.health.vic.gov.au/policy-and-funding-guidelines-for-health-services>

5. Performance
Funding is subject to achieving the performance targets specified in Schedule 2 of the Service Agreement. 
Performance is measured as follows: 
Key performance measure 1: Number of Drug Treatment Activity Units
	Aim/objective
	The aim of this performance measure is to monitor the number of Drug Treatment Activity Units (DTAUs) delivered to clients during the reporting period.

	Target
	The performance measure target is provided in the Service Agreement

	Type of count
	Cumulative

	Counting rule
	Comprehensive assessment and initial treatment plan is counted on the completion of the assessment and plan, bridging support is counted on completed referral and brief interventions and family single sessions are counted on completed contact.
DTAUs and their operation are described further in Part 3, Section 4.1 of the AOD program guidelines. These are available on the department’s website. <https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/alcohol-and-drugs/aod-service-standards-guidelines/aod-program-guidelines>

	Data source(s) collection
	· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC) / Alcohol and other drug treatment services national minimum dataset

	Definition of terms
	A DTAU unit is the measure used to quantify AOD service delivery. DTAUs have a fixed dollar value which is subject to indexation. Different activity types have different DTAU weightings and some priority populations attract an additional weighting.


6. Data collection
The reporting requirements for this service are: 
	Data collection name
	Data system 
	Data set 
	Reporting cycle

	Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC) / Alcohol and other drug treatment services national minimum dataset
	VADC 
	 
	Monthly
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